Surrender: US offers Taliban 6 provinces -- Taliban says no!

Posted by Robert on November 5, 2009 4:23 AM
They rejected the offer; they'd prefer to have the whole thing, thank you.

"US Offers Taliban 6 Provinces for 8 Bases," by Aamir Latif for Islam Online, November 2 (thanks to all
who sent this in):

ISLAMABAD - The emboldened Taliban movement in Afghanistan turned down an American
offer of power-sharing in exchange for accepting the presence of foreign troops, Afghan
government sources confirmed.

"US negotiators had offered the Taliban leadership through Mullah Wakil Ahmed Mutawakkil
(former Taliban foreign minister) that if they accept the presence of NATO troops in
Afghanistan, they would be given the governorship of six provinces in the south and northeast,"
a senior Afghan Foreign Ministry official told IslamOnline.net requesting anonymity for not
being authorized to talk about the sensitive issue with the media.

He said the talks, brokered by Saudi Arabia and Turkey, continued for weeks at different
locations including the Afghan capital Kabul.

Saudi Arabia, along with Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates, were the only states to
recognize the Taliban regime which ruled Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001.

Turkish Prime Minister Reccap Erodgan has reportedly been active in brokering talks between
the two sides.

His emissaries are in contact with Hizb-e-Islami (of former Prime Minister Gulbadin Hikmatyar)
too because he is an important factor in northeastern Afghanistan."

A Taliban spokesman admitted indirect talks with the US.

"Yes, there were some indirect talks, but they did not work," Yousaf Ahmedi, the Taliban
spokesman in southern Afghanistan, told IOL from an unknown location via satellite phone.

"There are some people who are conveying each others' (Taliban and US) messages. But there
were no direct talks between us and America," he explained....



